
president, Mrs. William K. Draper secretary,
and Jacob H. Schiff treasurer. On this occasion
the principal address was made by Admiral
Van Reypen, ex-surgeon-general of the navy,
who is now the president of the national society.
It is contemplated organizing under the state
society branches in all the large cities of the states.
Statistics on Drunkenness.

—

In behalf of
a bill now before the legislature some statistics
have been presented in regard to drunkenness in
the state which are rather surprising. It appears
that the total arrests for intoxication in one year
were more than 33,000; The largest number of
these in any of the counties was in Kings County,
comprising the Borough of Brooklyn, " the city
of churches," where they amounted to 10,003.
New York County is second on the list, with
7,206, and Westchester County third, with 1,006.
In Erie County, embracing the city of Buffalo,
which has the third largest population in the
state there were only 106 arrests. The bill
referred to provides for the medical treatment of
all persons arrested for drunkenness by a certain
institution for alcoholics, and that 5% of the
excise money of the states be used for the pay-
ment of this. The proposed legislation, it is
believed, has no chance of going through.
Time to Think.

—

On the evening of May 3
Dr. Osier made an address at the annual dinner
of the New York Graduates Society of McGill
University, which was presided over by Dr.
H. N. Vineberg of New York. In the course of
his remarks he said: "Much of the best and
most important and helpful university work is
done by those who are often called ' university
loafers,' men who but seldom meet the students
and who are but little known by them. . . . What
we want most of all in our universities is not
men to teach, but men to think. You cannot
think well and teach hard at the same time. A
man who works six or eight hours a day, teaching
and lecturing, can do no great amount of original
thinking. It would be well if our American
universities should follow the example set by
such institutions in Germany and England by
not working their professors quite so hard, and
instead giving them a little more time to think."
Dinner in Honor of Dr. William Osler.

—The dinner in honor of Dr. William Osier at the
Waldorf-Astoria on May 2 was an extraordinary
and memorable occasion, being attended by
more than five hundred physicians, representing
every part of this country and Canada, and by
some from abroad. Dr. James Tyson of Phila-

delphia presided, and the formal toasts were

responded to as follows: "Dr. Osier in Mon-
treal

—

Student and Teacher," by Dr. Francis
J. Shepherd of Montreal; " Dr. Osier in Phila-
delphia

—

Teacher and Clinician," by Dr. James
C. Wilson of Philadelphia; " Dr. Osier in Balti-
more

—

Teacher and Consultant," by Dr. William
H. Welch of Johns Hopkins University; " Dr.
Osier

—

the Author and Physician," by Dr. A.
Jacobi of New York. The toasts were followed
by the presentation to the guest of the evening
of Cicero, " De Senectute " by Dr. S. Weir
Mitchell of Philadelphia, who excited a storm of
laughter and applause with the remark, " Cicero
must be regarded as an anticipatory plagiarist,
for he said in one place, ' It is desirable for a
man to expire at the right time.' " The copy of
the " De Senectute " was a translation by James
Long which was printed by Benjamin Franklin
at Philadelphia in 1744. At the conclusion of
Dr. Mitchell's address, Dr. Osier made his re-

sponse, and during the evening much amusement
was caused by the singing of a song with the
following title: "Our Regius Professor. Com-
posed and Sung by the Saint Johns Hopkins
Gastric Quartette at the Dinner to Dr. Osier,
The Walled-off Castoria, New York, May 2,
1905."

Miscellany.
COPIOUS WATER-DRINKING AND POLYURIA

IN TYPHOID FEVER.
During the summer months of 1903, typhoidfever being unusually prevalent in Cleveland,Ohio, an attempt was made by Drs. E. W. Cush-

ing and T. W. Clarke at the Lakeside Hospital, to
give much larger quantities than usual of water
to drink to the fever patients. It was found
that from a gallon to a gallon and a half or even
more could easily be taken. Their experience
and conclusions are summarized1 as follows:
(1) Large quantities of water internally, a

gallon or more in twenty-four hours, may easilybe taken by typhoid fever patients, if admin-
istered in small quantities at frequent and defi-
nite intervals.
(2) A copious elimination of watery urine at

once follows, the degree of polyuria, day by day,
closely corresponding to the quantity of fluid
ingested.
(3) Patients are more comfortable by this

mode of treatment, and toxic, nervous symptoms
are lessened.
(4) The mortality, as well as the severity, of

typhoid fever, seems to be still further dimin-
ished by this method of hydrotherapy employed
as an accessory to the cool-bath treatment of the
disease.

1 American Journal Medical Sciences, February, 1905.
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